
LONG MAN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held at Wilmington Village Hall on Monday 13 November 2017 at 7.30pm

Present: Councillors Pam Merritt (Chairman), Lizzie Chisholm, Andrew Little, Catherine
Shilston, Bryan Stevens
Claire Reynolds (Clerk)

Public Discussion
None

1. Chairman’s welcome
Councillor Pam Merritt welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies for absence.
Cllrs Michael Bridges, Cllr Stephen Shing, Cllr Jeremy Christey

2. Declarations of Interest.
None.

3. To consider the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2017 and approve by 
signature as a true record.
These were signed as a correct record.  Proposed by Cllr Chisholm and Seconded by Cllr

     Little.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting held on 10 September 2017
a.  Jubilee Tree Wilmington:  Application to prune had been submitted by Chaffins Tree  

  Surgeons.  No objections to date.
b.   Wilmington Telephone Box:  Door has now been reinstated.  Thanks to Cllr Bridges  

  for his perseverance.
c.   Daffodil Planning:  This is all in hand.
6b.   Wilmington Church boundary wall repairs:  Nothing to report.  Vicar to be contacted  
        to clarify the current situation.
12b. Planning Applications:  LMPC objected rather than rejected an application should be

 used for future applications.

5. Report of the District Councillor – Cllr J Wilton.
No report as Cllr Wilton was not in attendance.

6. Report of Parish Councillors
a. Folkington – Cllr Chisholm reported an increase in the number of lorries due to the 

delivery of sewage sludge to farmland.  The landowner has now put a stop to the 
deliveries.

b. Wilmington – Cllr Merritt reported on the following:
The road signs are being cleaned in 2018.
The Car Park sign just off the A27 has fallen off.  Wealden District Council are refixing 
the sign board.  

c. Milton Street – Cllr Shilston reported fly tipping was taking place on the run up from 
Milton Street to Milton Court.  Originally this area had been fenced off and it was 
suggested that this be reinstated.  The landowner is not known.

7.   Report of the Tree Warden
  No report.  Clerk to clarify who is our current Tree Warden.



8. To receive feedback from Cllr Shilston and Cllr Stevens with regards to the 
telephone box in Milton Street

  Cllrs Shilston and Stevens reported that research had been carried out into the security 
  of the telephone, in light of the recent theft of the Wilmington Phone Box door, and 
  measures are being put in place.  The box has been sanded down and is due to be 
  painted.  A sign stating that it is no longer the property of BT has also been produced   
  and will be put inside the box.

9.   Update on Defibrillators for Milton Street and Folkington Wards
  Cllr Stevens to look into the costs, funding and maintenance of defibrillators.  Suggested
   venues were made as follows:  Milton Street phone box or pub.  Folkington church 
   vestibule.  Cllr Chisholm to investigate further opportunities in Folkington. 
  

10. ESCC planned library closures to include mobile library.
Cllr Merritt encouraged all residents to respond to the current consultation taking place 
with regards to the proposed library closures. 

11. South Downs Pre-Submission Local Plan – final public consultation until 21 
November 2017.
Cllr Merritt had received information through for all the 96 plans being put forward.

12. A27 Preferred Route Announcement by Highways England.
Information had been received about the preferred route from Highways England and is 
available on their website.

13. Completion of Clerk’ Annual Appraisal
Cllr Merritt reported that this had been carried out.

14,  Asset Register
       This was circulated at the meeting and discussion took place.  It was agreed that a 
        review of the LMPC Insurance policy be carried out. 

15. To receive the Report of the Clerk to the Council
a. Finance – To receive the Finance Report and agree the accounts for payment.

The report was circulated at the meeting which revealed a bank balance of £12,130.52 
in the Current Account (as at 29 September 2017).  This figure included the £3690.95 
which had been transferred into the account from the closure of the LMPC Savings 
Account and £250 for the Milton Street Phone Box Fund.

Authority was sought from the Clerk to make the following payments:
 

£201.20 Post Office Counters Ltd (HMRC for Jul – Sept 2017)
£536.42 C Reynolds (Clerks Salary for October & November 2017)
    £5.00 Wealden District Association of Local Councils Subscription 2017/18
£134.31 East Sussex and National Association of Local Councils Subscription 2017/18
  £72.00 PKF Littlejohn External Auditors Services – Year End 2017
  £11.98    Purchase of flower bulbs by parishioner

        The above payments were agreed by the Council in full.
    

b. Audit of Annual Accounts and Annual Return
The Parish Council expressed their thanks to Mr James Stephens for carrying out the 
LMPC internal audit for the year end 31 March 2017.
Cllr Merritt explained the situation in relation to the LMPC End of Year Annual Return 
and referred to the conversations and correspondence that had taken place with the 
External Auditors during this process.  Thanks was also expressed to Cllr Stevens who 
had assisted with the Annual Accounts and Return.

c. Correspondence.



None.

16. Planning
a. The following Planning Application was discussed:

WD/2017/2305/F – Churchfield Farm, Lewes Road, Milton Street, BN26 5RS
Resiting of barn approved under WD/2016/2706/F.
Following discussion LMPC supported this application.

b. To report on Applications and Decisions received and observations made    
since the last meeting.
None

c.    To report on any application that is received too late for the agenda.
        None

d. To report on any correspondence, enforcement letters or any other planning   
matter, including any out of Parish applications on which LMPC have been 
consulted.

i. Out of Area Consultation.
None

ii. Planning Appeals notified to Long Man Parish Council.
None

iii. Enforcement Action carried out.
None

iv. Correspondence with South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) 
and Wealden District Council (WDC).
CIL Payments starting April 2018: Correspondence had been received 
outlining the process of CIL payments.  Should any be received, it can only be
used for developing the infrastructure for the benefit of the community.  The 
payments will only be made to the Parish Council if relevant applications are 
made within their Parish.  

17. Report of the County Councillor
       Cllr Shing reported on the following:
a.    Library Closures – Cllr Shing is encouraging all residents to ensure they respond to 

the current Consultation taking place with regards to the proposed library closures.

18.  Representation feedback from:
 a.    Wealden District Association of Local Councils.

    Nothing to report.
 b.    Cuckmere Flood Forum – Cllr Stevens

    Nothing to report.
  

19.     Date of next meeting 
     Monday 8 January 2018.
   

20.    Any Other Business:
a.      Report of Wealden Parish Remuneration Panel for Town and Parish Councils

The above report had been received and had been sent to all Councillors.  Cllr Merrit 
outlined that Councillors could claim up to £156 p/a and the Chair could claim up to 
£269 p/a.  This allowance is not available to co-opted members only elected members.
Cllr Merritt proposed that as none of the LMPC Councillors claim any allowances it is 
agreed that this does not concern LMPC.  This was agreed by all Councillors present.



b.      Resignation
Cllr Shilston verbally announced that she will be resigning as Parish Councillor.  This 
was due to moving away from the area.  Cllr Merritt thanked Cllr Shilston for all her 
input and work carried out as Councillor and that she will be greatly missed.
Cllr Shilston will send her resignation in writing to the Clerk.

          
There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 8.30pm.

These Minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.

Signed: .................................................................................

Position: .................................................................................

Date: ................................................................................


