
LONG MAN PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PARISH

Held at Wilmington Village Hall on Tuesday 8  May 2018 at 7.00pm

Present: Councillors Pam Merritt (Chairman), Michael Bridges, Jeremy Christey, 
Tyler Butterworth
Claire Reynolds (Clerk)
1 parishioner attended

1. Apologies for absence
Councillors Bryan Stevens, Lizzie Chisholm and Andrew Little

2.  To read, consider and approve and sign as a true record the Minutes of the Annual
      Assembly of the Parish dated 08 May 2017

 After considering the Unadopted Minutes (which had previously been circulated) it was   
 proposed by Councillor Merritt that they be approved as a correct record.  This was seconded 
 by Councillor Bridges and agreed by all Long Man Parish Councillors present.
 

3.  Matters Arising
Item 8b:  Long Man Emergency Volunteer Team:  Councillor Christey queried if this team is still 
in existence.  Councillor Merritt explained that unfortunately no volunteers had come forward 
following the retirement of Roger Driver.

4.  To receive the Annual Report of the Chair - Councillor Pam Merritt 
The past year has again proved to be a busy one for the Clerk and Councillors. We were sorry 
to lose Catherine Shilston as a Councillor but pleased to welcome Tyler Butterworth who was 
co-opted to fill the vacancy for Milton Street ward.

As well as our regular meetings every 2 months, we have held 7 extra meetings to consider 
and comment on planning applications in the parish for Wealden and SDNPA.
The LMPC website is still in the process of being fully set up and we hope to make progress on
this in 2018-19.

The telephone box in Milton Street was finally adopted by the Parish Council from BT in May 
2017 and is being renovated and looked after by a group of Milton Street residents.
Also, the fingerpost at the entrance to Milton Street from the A27 has been repaired and 
repainted.

Wilmington has had the Jubilee tree at the entrance to Ades Field pruned and the Parish 
Council have organised for repairs and restaining of the noticeboard and seat there which have
yet to take place. WDC have repaired the notice at the entrance to the village while East 
Sussex Rights of Way Team have replaced the gate at the top of the footpath up to the Long 
Man and also replaced the broken catch on the bottom gate.They also cut back the overgrown 
vegetation on the footpath from the car park last summer.

Finally I would like to extend my thanks to all the Councillors for their voluntary contributions on
      behalf of the Parish and also thank the Clerk for all her work.
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5. To receive the Annual Report of the District Councillor
No report as Councillor Wilton was not in attendance.

6. To receive the Annual Report of the County Councillor
Councillor Stephen Shing reported that the last year had been a challenging and disappointing 
one with ESCC making funding cuts and increasing Council Tax.  The closure of the mobile and
some of the local libraries was also highlighted.  Polegate Library is hoping to be placed into the
hands of the Town Council who are looking to work in partnership with a community group to 
run it.   This, together with the proposed closure of the ESCC Music service is all very 
disappointing.

The Exceat Bridge project is progressing and more information will be available at the next Long
Man Parish Council meeting in July.

Councillor Shing encouraged Councillors to contact him with any queries they may have.  New 
contact details were left with the Clerk to put up in the Parish Noticeboards and website.

Councillor Christey asked Councillor Shing about the bid being submitted with regards to the 
proposed A27 dual carriageway from Beddingham to Polegate.  Councillor Shing explained that 
he will keep Long Man Parish Council informed of its progress.
 

7. To receive the Annual Report of Planning 2017 / 18
The Clerk gave a verbal report as follows:

Total applications received = 17

a. South Downs National Park = 13
LMPC supported 12 and objected to 1
SDNPA approved 8, refused 3, 2 had been withdrawn

 
b. Wealden District Council = 4

LMPC supported 4
WDC approved 3 and 1 is still outstanding

8. To receive the Annual Reports of the Parish Associations
a. Wilmington Village Club – Mr John Marshall, President.

The Club has experienced a good if comparatively uneventful year and maintained a full 
programme of events to match the expectations and enjoyment of our members. One 
particular addition to fund raising events was the highly successful “Plant Fair” which was 
energetically run by Christine West and her team of Committee members. The one 
important sadness has been the Club losing its most diligent of supporters, namely, Mary 
and Roger Driver who have moved, not so far away, to Seaford after so many years living at
Orchard End in Wilmington. Over this time, their many, often unnoticed, contributions to so 
many aspects of village life have ensured that the Village Club and Hall has maintained its 
place as a major hub of the social and community activities of our three villages. Mary’s 
great gift of “networking” in a sensitive way and Roger’s technical skills have proved 
invaluable to many aspects of village life. The Club has thrived over this time and the 
Drivers’ departure leaves a gap that will be well nigh impossible to fill in the same way. 
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The chairmanship of the Club committee still does not have an incumbent but, Tom Jones 
has been Acting Chairman and Committee members have taken on the variety of necessary
responsibilities to good effect. 

Whilst it would be stabilising to have a new and permanent chairman, the committee is 
working through collaborative effort as a team and has a healthy list of functions for the rest 
of this year. The programme for these appears in the regular editions of the Parish 
Magazine. To improve communications a village website continues to progress at the design
stage. The Club’s finances are on a sound footing but continue to require the income from 
specific fund raising events; otherwise, regular “get togethers” for film nights, boules 
evenings and the occasional lecture or talk attract a variable yet valuable support to village 
life. Thanks to diligent interest in and active management of the Hall’s fabric, the building 
and grounds are well kept and sound; the rather ancient lift, which had been out of action for
a while, is now operational and, very recently, been given a wonderful new coat of green 
paint. The lift is not used very often but, fulfils insurance and health and safety requirements 
in addition to being a reassuring asset for those who find the rather awkward steps a 
difficulty. Many thanks are due to the hard and enthusiastic support and work of the 
Committee: Belinda Ferreter, Peter Toynton, Tom Jones, Melissa Chapman, Tony Wilson, 
Charles Harcourt Smith, Billy (Sibilla) Whitehead, The Reverend Frank Fox-Wilson, 
Christine West and Claire Church who, as Secretary, keeps us all on our toes. The Village 
Club is very grateful, particularly, for the strong support and encouragement it receives from 
Long Man Parish Council. Thank you. 

b. Long Man Tree Warden
No report as Mr Nick Brewer was not at the meeting.

9.  Public discussion
 a.  Ditch clearing:  This had now been carried out in Wilmington.
 b.  Concern was raised about the lack of space for large agricultural vehicles in The Street at  
      Wilmington due to the parking.  
 c.  Building works:  Concern was raised with regards to building works being carried out.  It     
      was suggested that the relevant Planning Authority be contacted. 

  

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 7.20pm.

These Minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.

Signed: .................................................….

Position:        ………………………………………   

Date:              ……………………………………...
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