
LONG MAN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PARISH
Held at Wilmington Village Hall on Monday 8  May 2017 at 7.00pm

Present: Councillors Pam Merritt (Chairman), Michael Bridges, Jeremy Christey, Andrew 
Little, Catherine Shilston, Bryan Stevens (Vice Chairman)
Claire Reynolds (Clerk)
Three parishioners attended

1. Apologies for absence
Councillor Lizzie Chisholm

2. To read, consider and approve and sign as a true record the Minutes of the Annual 
Assembly of the Parish dated 11 May 2016
After considering the Unadopted Minutes (which had previously been circulated) it was 
proposed by Councillor Merritt that they be approved and signed as a correct record. This was 
approved by Councillor Little and seconded by Councillor Stevens and agreed by all Long Man 
Parish Councillors present.
 

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4. To receive the Annual Report of the Chair - Councillor Pam Merritt 
The past year has proved to be an interesting one with a new Chair as well as a new Clerk so 

     we have both had to learn as we went along!

     During the year we were pleased to welcome a new Councillor, Jeremy Christey, who was co-
     opted to fill the vacancy left by the retirement of John West.

     The Parish Council have continued to hold our regular meetings every 2 months; we changed 
     the day from a Wednesday to a Monday for the convenience of several Councillors.  In addition,
     we have held 7 separate planning meetings to comment on the 17 planning applications made 
     from the 3 villages to either South Downs National Park or Wealden District Council.

     With the publication of the A27 proposals by Highways England last October, 3 meetings were  
     arranged in Wilmington to inform parishioners of the proposals and enable them to discuss and 
     respond to the Consultation.  The final meeting at the beginning of December was attended by  
     about 8 Highways England staff who were able to listen to the comments of parishioners and 
     respond directly.  Highways England are now analysing the responses to the Consultation so 
     we await their conclusions with interest.

     The Parish Council is in the process of setting up an LMPC Website where agendas and 
     minutes of meetings, financial information and other matters relating to the parish will be 
     available.

     Finally, I would like to thank all Councillors for their voluntary contributions on behalf of the 
     Parish. 
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5. To receive the Annual Report of the District Councillor
No report as Councillor Wilton was not in attendance.

6. To receive the Annual Report of the County Councillor
Councillor Stephen Shing had been re-elected in the latest County Council elections held earlier
this month.  The area he covers now includes Alfriston but no longer Polegate.  His main area of
work is Children’s Services.  He encouraged Councillors to report any problems to him, and 
copy him in to any other emails sent to ESCC relating to other matters.

7. To receive the Annual Report of Planning
A summary of the Planning Applications received throughout the year was distributed.  See 
Appendix One attached.

8. To receive the Annual Reports of the Parish Associations
a. Wilmington Village Club – Mr John Marshall, President.

The Club has experienced a year of mixed blessing and disappointments yet had 
maintained a full programme of events to match the expectations and enjoyment of the vast 
majority of our members.

The sadnesses include the club losing the most diligent of supporters namely, Di and Martin 
Bedford who have moved away to the Isle of Wight after thirty seven years living in 
Wilmington.  Over this time their contributions to so many aspects of village life have 
ensured that the Village Hall has maintained its place as a major hub of the social and 
community activities of our three villages.  The Club has thrived over this time and the 
Bedfords’ departure has left a gap that is proving difficult to fill.

Presently, the chairmanship of the Club committee does not have an incumbent since Jill 
Jones felt she should step down at the recent Annual Meeting as a result of increasing 
family commitments.  Whilst it would be stabilising to have a new and permanent chairman, 
the committee is working through collaborative effort as a team and has a healthy list of 
functions for the rest of the year.  The programme for these appears in the regular editions 
of the Parish Magazine.  To improve communications a village website is currently being 
devised.

The Club’s finances are on a sound footing but continue to require the income from specific 
fund raising events; otherwise, regular ‘get togethers’ for film nights, boules evenings and 
the occasional lecture or talk attract a variable yet valuable support to village life.

Thanks to the diligent interest in and active management of the Hall’s fabric, the building 
and grounds are well kept and sound; the rather ancient life, which has been out of action 
for a while, is expected to be repaired and working after the problem had been diagnosed 
and the necessary spare parts sourced.  We trust that this will have saved a significant sum 
through making a replacement lift unnecessary.

The Village Club is very grateful, particularly, for the strong support and encouragement it 
receives from Long Man Parish Council.

b. Long Man Emergency Volunteer Team
Mr Roger Driver had retired last year and, to date, no replacement has come forward.
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c. Long Man Tree Warden
No report as Mr Nick Brewer was not at the meeting.
Action:  Clerk to contact Mr Brewer to see if he is willing to continue in this role.

9. Public discussion
a. Drains 

It was reported that the drains from Street Farm Drive downwards keep getting blocked due 
to debris collecting in them.  This then results in flooding opposite Crofters.  It had been 
reported to the Highways Agency and was on a list of scheduled work to be carried out.  
Action: Councillor Merritt will also raise the issue at the SLR meeting in June.

     b.  Preservation of wild flowers
          The Council were thanked for preserving the areas of wild spring flowers this year.

     c.  Wilmington Telephone Box Door
          It was asked if the Wilmington Telephone Box door is going to be replaced.  Councillor 
          Bridges had contacted BT and told that they do not have replacement ones.  Councillor 
          Bridges to follow this up.

     d.  Vehicles in The Street
          The 4 x 4 vehicle that had been parked in The Street had been removed by DVLA as it was 
          not taxed.

      e.  Thanks
           The Parish Council were thanked for all the work they had done throughout the last year.
  

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm.

These Minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.

Signed: .................................................... Position:  ………………………………………   

Date:              ……………………………………
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